
What
Astronomy’s

photo editor
wants



A series of questions
(in red) posed to
Michael Bakich

regarding images
and his role as

Astronomy magazine’s
photo editor



Why is
Astronomy

an important
venue for images?



Astronomy
represents the largest

pool of astronomy
enthusiasts in the

world, as well as one
of the only such groups.



How long has
Astronomy

been published?



Our first issue:

August 1973



What is
Astronomy ’s

monthly
distribution?



125,000
(200,000 readership)

Currently, we outsell S&T by
39% each month.



What is the
magazine’s editorial

and imaging
direction

(pro vs. amateur)?



No

difference.



What is your
role in

image selection?



I select all images
for Reader Gallery.
I also select images
other editors need

for stories.
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What are the
criteria for a

Reader Gallery image
vs. an article image?



No

difference.



Will the receipt
of image

submission be
acknowledged?



Not unless there’s a
problem. With the
number of images
I receive, I cannot

acknowledge them all.



How should
images be
submitted?



Don’t use our FTP
server — e-mail all

images to me at
mbakich@Astronomy.com,

or post the image
to a URL.



What size &
file types

do you prefer?



Best — uncompressed .tif

.jpg files also OK

PLEASE send me the
highest-resolution

file(s) you have.



How should
you label
e-mails?



“A new image for you”

“Check
this
out”

“Photo
submission”

“Images”

Examples of bad labeling:



NGC 3242

Very, very good labeling:

Remember, I file all e-mails, and I need to identif y
them quickly. The subject should only contain the
name of the object you imaged.



What info
do you require

for each
image?



Telescope
Size
Manufacturer
Type/model
Focal ratio used



Camera
Manufacturer
Type/model
Lens
f/setting
ISO setting



Type of image
LRGB?
HaaaaRGB?
SHO?
Unfiltered?



Exposure(s)
– How many?
– Give times thru

each filter



Solar system object?
Date taken
Time taken
— time zone or UT
Location



Does your image contain
more than one object?

Include a low-res
.jpg file on which
you’ve labeled
all objects.

The next slide shows an example.
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Your details:
– City & state

or
City & country

– Mailing address
– Social Security #



What is the
usual time between
image submission
and publication?



No
set

time.



Will you consider
an image that has
been published

elsewhere or
on the Web?



Absolutely!



What happens
to the

images?



I
file

them all.



What images
are you

looking for?



go to
www.Astronomy.com/astroimages

This web address lists every Reader Gallery image
we’ve run since I’ve been Photo Editor. It also sho ws

the month and year the image ran.
Plus, there’s lots more info on that page, part of

which I show in the next two slides.







Any other
general things

I’m
looking for?



Firsts, lasts, and
one-of-a-kinds

... like NGC 6000, the only
NGC galaxy in Scorpius, and
NGC 7840, the last cataloged

NGC object, etc.



Double stars
(especially those with different colors)

Variable stars
at max. and min.

(take equal exposures)

Meteor showers
(especially the less well-known ones)



Planetary conjunctions

Comets
(faint ones, too, if tail shows)

The Milky Way



Deep-sky objects
in a 7°

field of view.

Such images are great for binocular-related stories .



Present a few
examples of your

favorite images and
explain why you
selected them.
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One nice feature
unique to Astronomy

is our

imager
profiles.

The following pages show several we’ve run.
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I’ll close
with three

announcements.



go to
www.Astronomy.com/astroimages

There, you’ll find a complete listing
of Reader Gallery images we’ve run.



We’re starting an

Online
Reader
Gallery

If I haven’t contacted you about this,
please e-mail me at mbakich@astronomy.com.



I’m starting
an

e-mail list.
Again, if I haven’t contacted you about this,

please e-mail me at mbakich@astronomy.com.
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